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Changing the (magisterial) Subject:

Hearing Women’s Voices … (Teaching-) with Authority

Gerard Mannion, USA

This paper focuses on ‘changing the subject’ a twofold sense. It explores transformations in the understanding of teaching authority and also upon the subjects who exercise such in the period during and since the Second Vatican Council. explore some questions and considerations pertaining to the role of women, primarily as theologians, in contributing to the church’s magisterium. A key point that will be demonstrated is the need to increase awareness, acknowledgment and appreciation of the contribution of women to church teaching authority and, most importantly of all, to increase further their participation in the same.

First of, the paper briefly considers the role which those few women played at the council and poses the question, ‘what on earth were they doing there?’ It is, of course, a rhetorical question and the answer shall be that they were teaching with authority, i.e. exercising magisterium. We next explore some of the confusions and controversies surrounding the notion of what magisterium actually is and who should exercise it, before surveying some brief examples of how women have exercised magisterium throughout the history of the church. The paper draws to a close by raising some questions about how the church might better learn to listen to the voices of women teaching authority in our times and how this can only be to church’s lasting benefit.

