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AFTER THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL:

WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN THE STRUCTURES OF THE CHURCH

Helen COSTIGANE, SHCJ -  UK

There is no doubt that the voices of women in the years since the Council have become more articulate and have increasingly been heard. The question is, however, what place was envisaged for women in the life of the Church at the Council, and how this has developed in practice since then. This paper will consider that question.

Beginning with a brief review of what the Vatican Council said about the participation of lay people in the Church, we consider how this was realized in the revision of the Code of Canon Law (1983), which is often called the last document of the Council.

Moving from theory to practice, we look at how women are participation in the Church today, and suggest a couple of reasons as to why their involvement is not greater.

