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How to capitalize our heritage?

An ecumenical approach and comparison

Angela Berlis, Svizzera

The Second Vatican Council – in ecumenical perspective a General Synod of the Roman Catholic Church – appeared to be an event of far-reaching consequences. It brought about a fundamental change with respect to ecumenical relationships.

As a member of the Old Catholic Church, I will deal with the relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and the Old Catholic Churches of the Union of Utrecht.

Is the women’s question still considered as a ‘sign of the times’? 
· The relationship between the Roman Catholic Church’s official theological thinking about women and the experiences of women in everyday life.
· Towards a common narrative, an understanding of the history of the Church as a history of men and women.

Consequences of the theology of the people of God on a structural level.

The understanding of “lay” as gendered as consequence of gender dichotomy (an example from the Old Catholic history and experience).

The role of women in the ecumenical movement as pioneers since the beginning of the 20th century: Roman Catholic women as female ambassadors of (the credibility of) the Roman Catholic Church
vs.

An “ecumenical movement for the fear and rejection of women”.

Walter Cardinal Kasper (September 2012): churches and religious communities that ordain women and “have no pope, no curia, and no celibacy” are in no better a position, “if their intention is to make the Gospel contemporary and move people to faith. Apparently, the church’s suitability for the future is not reliant on these issues primarily. Instead, a church that leans towards the societal mainstream, becomes of little value [gleichgültig] and eventually superfluous.”
Mark Chaves: the way in which churches relate to the issue of women’s ordination is not only influenced by theological motivations, but more so by how the church sees itself in relation to other churches and towards modernity. 
How to make the Gospel contemporary today? How can we capitalize our heritage?

A church that is discerning the signs of the times; and shares this discussion about the signs of the times in dialogue with other churches which might have different insights; that, in analysing the church’s situation in our secular age, puts the question of the role of women in the church at the top of the agenda; it needs to be a church that takes women’s spiritual gifts – in historical perspective and at present - serious and integrates their potential for spiritual leadership – precisely because it understands itself to be the Church as People of God.

The need and the power of un-going reception of the Second Vatican Council, both from a Roman Catholic and an ecumenical perspective.
