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“Changing the (magisterial) Subject:

Hearing Women’s Voices…(Teaching-) with Authority”:   Response to Gerard Mannion

Maureen Sullivan, OP USA

This conference marks a genuine milestone in the contributions of women theologians and Gerard Mannion’s very fine paper highlights this milestone.  There are three particularly significant points to be drawn from Mannion’s paper.  First, his theological sources are rich and invite further reading on the part of all participants.  Secondly, Mannion raises a very important question about the willingness of church leaders today to learn from the voices of women in theology throughout our tradition, during the Second Vatican Council, and in our own time.  This discussion points to the tension that sometimes occurs between the research of theologians and those holding positions of authority in our church.  Finally, we would do well to give a careful reading – and listening – to his overall thesis with regard to how the term magisterium might be understood, primarily as a “function”…with the focus on the act and not first and foremost on those performing that function.    A rethinking of this issue, as provided by Mannion, might bring about a truly healthy atmosphere not only for female theologians today, but for all theologians.

